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Two Errors in Arabic Accounts of Manichaeism
Walter Bruno Henning
Translated by Seyed Ahmadreza Qaemmaqami

Abstract: In this short article, Walter Bruno Henning attempts to correct two passages in Arabic writings
concerning Mani and his religion. The first passage concerns Mani’s ancestry and the years preceding the beginning
of his mission. According to Henning, Ibn al-Nadim—or his source—confused Mani’s life with that of Mari, the
bishop of Dayr Qunna. The second passage is taken from al-Ya‘qubi, who reports that, according to the
Manichaeans, the highest sphere revolves upon a jabal ma’il (“inclined mountain”). Henning argues that this reading
is incorrect and has no parallel in Manichaean traditions. In his view, the correct reading is jabbar ma’il (“inclining
giant”). The term jabbar here refers to Atlas, one of the Manichaean deities, upon whose head, hands, and shoulders
the celestial spheres rest.

Keywords: Mani, Manichaeism, Ibn al-Nadim’s al-Fibrist, al-Ya‘qubt's Tarikb, historical geography.
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W. B. Henning, “Zwei Fehler in der arabisch-manichiischen Uberlieferung,” Orientalia, 1936, pp. 84-87.
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1. Cf. Duval, Littérature syriaque, 1271F; Labourt, loc. cit., 12ff. Baumstark, Geschichte der syrischen Literatur, 28; Acta
sancti marts, ed. J. B. Abbeloos, Briissel, 1885; cf. R. Raabe, Geschichte des Dominus Mdri, Leipzig, 1893.
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2. Schaeder, Urform, 70, n. 3.
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Andreas-Henning, Mittelir. Manich. 111 (Sb. P. A. W. 1934), 855, n. 1.
6. F. W. K. Miiller, Handschriftenreste, 11ff.
7. Ibid., 37f.; Andreas-Henning, Mittelir. Manich. 1 (Sb. P. A. W. 1932), 177ft.
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A. Adam, Texte zum Manichdismus, Berlin, 1954, p. 6; J. Reeves, Prolegomena to a

History of Islamicate Manichaeism, Equinox, 2011, p. 99.








