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Abstract

In Islamic jurisprudence, the maintenance (nafagah) of a permanent wife
is the husband’s responsibility and is determined according to prevailing
social norms. Cosmetic surgery for women and the financial burden it may
impose on families constitute a contemporary issue. The question,
therefore, is whether cosmetic surgery should be regarded as part of a
wife’s maintenance or not. Given the novelty of cosmetic surgery, no
specific discussion of it is found in the works of early jurists. More
recently, however, Shiite and Sunni jurists have addressed the permissibility
and prohibition of such procedures. One issue concerning cosmetic
surgery is whether its costs are included in nafagah, a question that has
not been directly addressed. Using a descriptive-analytical method, the
present study examines whether nafagah encompasses different types of
cosmetic surgery. The findings indicate that, in light of the general
applicability of the evidence concerning financial maintenance, the costs of
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most types of cosmetic surgery fall within the scope of nafagah. In
addition, with regard to therapeutic cosmetic surgery, its costs may be
regarded as falling under narrations condemning those who neglect the
rights of their families, insofar as failure to cover such expenses
constitutes a clear instance of violating the wife's rights. With regard to
non-therapeutic cosmetic surgery performed solely for aesthetic purposes,
however, such expenses may fall under narrations prohibiting
extravagance in maintenance. Therefore, not only is the husband not
obligated to cover such expenses, but paying for them may itself constitute
a clear instance of extravagance.
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