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Ibn Hanbal: Creating Imaginary Characters in
a Translation of a Theological Article

(A critical review of a problematic translation

of Richard Frank’s «The Structure of Created

Causality»

By: Hamid Ataei Nazari

Abstract: The book The Structure of Created
Causality According to Abulbassan Ash’ari’s Per-
spective is a Persian translation of an article by
Richard M. Frank, one of the most prominent
Western scholars in the field of Islamic theol-
ogy, who examines Abulhasan Ash’ari’s views
in the book Al-Luma on the role and manner
of human causality in doing of his actions.

In the present article, first Frank’s important
works on Ash’ari and Mu’tazilite theology are
briefly introduced, and the importance of his
research in this field is pointed out, then the
Persian translation of this article is criticized
and evaluated. This critical essay shows that the
mentioned translation, in addition to problems
in its appearance which are related to its publi-
cation, contains numerous and signiﬁcant flaws
and shortcomings, including: Significant errors
in reading and writing names and phrases,
incorrect translations, selection of erroneous
equivalents, spelling and punctuation errors,
omission and numerous small and large misun-
derstandings, and punctuation errors.

Key words: The Structure of Created Causali-
ty According to Abulbassan Ash’ari’s Perspective,
Richard M. Frank, Ash’ari’s theology, Haniye

Mofidi, translation review, Elm publication.
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1. Mourad, Suleiman A., a review of “Philosophy, Theology and Mysticism in Medieval Islam: Texts and Studies on the Development
and History of Kalam by Richard M. Frank and Dimitri Gutas”, Bulletin of the School of Oriental and African Studies, University of
London, Vol. 70, No. 1 (2007), p. 160.

2. Frank, Richard MacDonough, Creation and the Cosmic System: al-Ghazéli & Avicenna (Abhandlungen der Heidelberger Akademie
der Wissenschaften. Philosophisch-historische Klasse, Thg. 1992, Abh. 1), Heidelberg: Carl Winter UniversiHitsverlag, 89 pp.,1992.

Frank, Richard MacDonough, Al-Ghazali and the Ash‘arite School (Duke Monographs in Medieval and Renaissance Studies, 15),
Durham - London: Duke University Press, 151 pp., 1994.

3. Frank, Richard MacDonough, Beings and their Attributes. The Teaching of the Basrian School of the Mu ‘tazila in the Classical Period
(Studies in Islamic Philosophy and Science), Albany: State University of New York Press, 216 pp., 1978.
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James E. Montgomery (ed.), Arabic Theology, Arabic Philosophy. From the Many to the One: Essays in Celebration of Richard M. Frank,

Leuven: Peeters, 2006, “BIBLIOGRAPHYy”, pp. 15 — 24.
sl 358 s Vs s garms il i Dladise F

Frank, Richard MacDonough, Philosophy, Theology and Mysticism in Medieval Islam. Texts and Studies on the Development and History
of Kalam, Volume 1, edited by Dimitri Gutas, (Variorum Collected Studies Series), x+ 392 pp., Burlington and Aldershot: Ashgate,
2005.

Frank, Richard M., Early Islamic Theology: The Mu tazilites and al-Ash‘ari. Texts and Studies on the Development and History of Kalam,
Volume I, edited by Dimitri Gutas, (Variorum Collected Studies Series), xii+384 pp., Burlington and Aldershot: Ashgate, 2007.

Frank, Richard M., Classical Islamic Theology: The Ash‘arites. Texts and Studies on the Development and History of Kalam, Volume III,
edited by Dimitri Gutas, (Variorum Collected Studies Series), x+428 pp., Burlington and Aldershot: Ashgate, 2008.
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‘Agz, in other words, as the absence of any relationship of efficient causality (‘adamu 1-qu-

drati kullihd—137) between the subject and the act, directly implies the absence of any

relationship of causal responsability between the agent and the type or class (8ins) of the act

involved; as the absence of all true efficient causality, ‘agz is the absence of the possibility

of all causal responsability of the subject to both the posited act and its contrary. In this

way then, ‘agz is not analogous to (giyasan ‘ali— 136) qudra, since the latter represents

the actuality, in the agent, of the efficient causality of the act and, in the strictest sense,

is relative therefore only to the act of which it is the causality.
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In view of the significance of these verses for the polemics of the Mu'tazila, the fact that al-

Ag‘ari takes them up here at the end of the tract on the creation of human causality is note-

worthy in respect of his organisation of the Luma/, for in summarising his own position
he takes off, for the particular question, from a verse on the basis of which his opponents
made a similar summary proof of their own position.
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1) The objection, to show that qudra/istita‘a precedes the realisation of the act, is proposed

on the basis of Stira 2.180/184: «... obligatory upon those who are able to do it [i.e., to fast]

is a redemption, the feeding of a poor man...». p. 69.
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2) His only recourse then he takes, namely that of denying that the pronoun of yutigiina-
bu refers to the antecedent «fasting»; he insists therefore that it anticipates the following
«redemption» (fidya) and so refers to the actual presence of sufficient wealth belonging to
the subject to allow the redemption. Philologically, his case is extremely weak, for though

he tries to support himself by the citation of a number of other verses in which the pro-



O aayyg0uds | Okdgiduh A
BVUTEIESIE ISP DESETRENUSTE T ER) RN ] i REAETSSS NS TS DR i B

noun does in fact refer to a following noun (§143), the disagreement of gender between
the pronoun in question and the word to which al-As‘ari would have it refer, renders his

interpretation most unlikely. P. 70.

e denp
t0 5 LS_o oy L3N T30 13 08,5 35 40 "igts”smands AiS S5 &S ol 1 o ol g5 el nlin
Glp B 51 ol )l 4 plpli 5 ol plie Wl aalsl 5> o (5o 2 o35 )
dS o sl S5 ol s Cole 4 1 (slesl gauds Blowd 315 0L (65 &ty i

) Al gp aalsl )3 48 sl 4 prans Ll 55 B 5 S 505 DU ssles i L 3y (slesl )
oLl gl a (gyaisl 4 (SlandS 5ad yo i SELLL S ol (AS o 0yl (VFY

Yoo \Y e QA ol 03,8 5 b pdig |y gl s AiS e

rae 5 YIS
S I 55 ol 0l daz 5 (55 Ky oLl redemption) 4edS o)bsd 3 e ol 552
3l oo 38 dolnn 53 oLl ol sl 51 (2K aomil sl (4 L) 5 O s sl
falS Jlanzaal 31 oy alaslidly 5 52505 3 clapd ins caalS' 335 (Sl 4 allie Sy g oy oS

lowwl odis 455 ol chox- )3 4D h_éaﬂfx\c@ S Cowl (redemption) (idya)

e Bl 533315 (03,8 3odead 5 (b nd adax 3l alisee Slas xS @llow) Jas_Y
454.;).<JT (03, 3odad) 9 (3 da) 45 Cowl (03,5 ;200 «O.:;'-L.aﬂ.lgglﬁa\» Slmsa YU
YU ls a5 55 a8 sl ol Corge )3l g).\l.&ﬁu:.ni}fu_:.«ﬁ cadld proes o
S s ol 5338 05016 s sl IS S i e s b S
b ol gl el SIS bl sl syl Jas 3yge yle o> oIS, céb).} I35l
S Cowl ol 03, 5S4 (ewlidielly Eo 3D (sLns 4 Philologicallyy aalS’ Lol ey Y
Ld ) esls ool Jalea 5 o5l iphilosophically |y of ¢ e s 5 dos (gUas 31 (e
el 03,5 daz 3 (s

ol 0 AL (W) e & Sy 3 ESles S 5 (s dan) AdS Y

Syl oz 3 e 55 (S ol IS s o)Ll el s aalsl o) L/j.;w dw 93,5 a3y 0

JB L prs w20 50 amld ol 0t s oyl 5 b omsn o5 280
138 g Lty sk (Slogadian |y cylos 5 o o 3Ly2| Ul s 5 a3 8 55 2t



LTV PRYEENNE W - SUNESP INI V b e\ f ISYC TS ESR I T RO IR INEROP U

150l o

5500 g S5 a4 iyt 53 s oS 5 255 o o L5 g
)‘m ‘\S‘((q—jv\é)) :\.Q..LSM)).JJAW 45%\.«.:‘54 J_CS;UJ\ 44.>.=:.IJJJ J.;S@J&.»‘_ C,..u‘ o
ol olalads el gl el SIS Shlssemsan plplo 53,8 23 el odal O
OFY Caand 53) deisS_oo (55 4351 |5t s ol o ¢ owlidislly o35l sl
S a bl o glelan S aail E e el 0 (1Bl 55 e Ll 5 48 S0 LT L
Ol ) o s oo (Sl oS ol 5 5358 a2 Ol i Eo 5l il pde 5 Slsteanls
J)L..au.o Jabmbj J:.aa)[.:mbj\w' cdad CL>)\

3) Al—Guwayni notes that, in the Luma’, his proof of the existence of God on the basis of the

argument of the growth and development of the “drop of sperm” (nutfa), is directed against

those who hold the potential existence of things in matter (ashab al-hayala): “those who say
that the world exists in matter potentially, the date palm in the date stone, the man in the
drop of sperm”, etc. p. 21 — 22.
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4) though he notes further that their use of the text, regardless of the context, can have no

validity as the basis of the argument. P. 48.
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5) More importantly perhaps from the standpoint of the author, he here brings up for the

first time in this section, i.e., since § 121) the creation of the human act by God and makes
clear the point that the act which is realised through the causality of the human agent takes

place simultaneously with God’s creation of the agent’s power of causation. P. 58.



WA st oo loend il s wlle [ TAF] _alsig iz 3 5,50 50 Dl sl cspin s 31

e de
bQTuS.N Of\)b)\go.:.:«éd 6‘,3 l})‘-::").}j‘j C,...»\)SV.@A [ v.Ua.»u::‘] cJ.:.w:»}? olf.lib)'\ JgL..’l‘:))
45 AS_n cyigy 1y &S oyl 13 s 5 O] Jrd Sl (V1 250) 09 K05 coyls 4. il o0

Jeb code oy i b Olojer jguo 4358 0 Giee Sl Jobb e 300k 51487 ad

a5 Yt

C/Jap» e el s el ol Bl (0 lyg psete & YL dax 555 45 brings upy Jad )
s (93,5 Ol L (0s,S

aaz 3 Gh s L YL e 55 a8 Iy Conl ol a5 (O30 ConpdUiay since) dadSY
S e

ol 4 Sl (0 5 QTJ.:«L& olelo s sl brings upy 4y idee amakes clear) Jmio Y
43 L olusl fab

015,55 51l 4adS «God’s creation of the agent’s power of causation) <o)l das 5 53 ¥

LGl old L3>

1ol dor
S ) 5w 153 5l etass sl sl 55 51 4 ol e 5SSl ok 5 o8 31 L
PEEUE WP U1 JPPEL SR PV EL N A b stz (g 31 DLl Jnd AT NC) SR
a3 gn iy sl 31 el gl s Gty 3TL Olapen by oo G Ll e oy 48

Tz b Lol gladslas 2089
L ol Sl ol 311 48 ol 05 ) plaolas s ot cadlin 31 onlya >
rel ) B Dlge (231 (P ey B 4 g (S

Ceyd J3lrs (T oy dl Joles ol e ls a5 ey SLaS | s,

VP QA
bl ol | e Bl o philologically 2V ) R
Y J)} e Yo up
Laill aie intentional Ve V8 2 Y
o,e Ll ] ASarites Yo Q) o Y

oS 555 g0 5550 gl 45{,.2;55‘: 3y A He notes that W e o ¥




Okdgiduh A

WS Gl 3 30,550 0 s (Sl a3l [raa LRSTEEVIEY SRETIC Iy PN P O
Cwyd J3lxa s Ceydl Jolna ol e ls a5 e 53 SLaS | i,
yae JJs e Cou mu‘tazilite argument WY Lo 0
SUTFA 35w 4L .
= o =R YA alab YV /Y A,Y#On the basis of] AN 4
YV/Y# T
oy Bl oS e Proper context AN AN \%
ol el bl Acts of obedience A\ A
Lloddieny ol S | wlodss g, 0KebaS'|  Who are not named W e VY e q
;)LB 3,8 QLB Coow The usage of the Koran Ve e VO o Yo
Sy ysbas I8 yges successively V Ao o \
S8 s ot The act of qudra T e AV e Y
93,5 alS (’b-“ f‘}ﬂ‘ imposing W e AV Lo Y
s ole e ) In his being the cause of
g e e JETYPURN © Y e AA e | Y
Sdg o> the particular act
According to the
3 el 25 Ll
’ fﬁujlm o 2l 258 95 Ol _sel Mu'tazila, two theses can
JJLQ‘\SJEJ.)M‘J‘ N - . \Vwc\"ff VO
T e 35 olilal be demonstrated from this
Sl C)L:S‘ T
verse

S g aslas i ealinul 55 ) Jguw 5 ekl Y
3 455 B sl Sl gl cle s lun O s 005 5 ST sla el K5 5
Sgoty (L1 M e (5l e 53 ol B sy S slaailiti el
O PP SCOL JOr- PYENGE D NV E Ot P TPL JOWI PRI PSR
a5 il 00t Ol } (6,50 4[5 0 4 (5503 400 S5 AT o Yo o3 gl Gl
31 P08 (SLaigas . ol 03505 ) 52 00 Ao 53 3L U e [, 05 ] senys SCE
DAY FYYAYA YV YF YO YE N AA N AT Y 8 loeis 5055 A Sl g ol

")'J'Lfd aJeJ Vo ¥ AV AL VNP P

BZBERCCHILPRESI G5 Gl Sleluols S5 S 5500 dax 5 m.:.&.i,:.ﬁ K CEE PPN
el 00 Sl Ly (g g 0Ll (3L r%szwlal:legbj Bla F 51 Jaw ol 5 #4
Rl plas a3l o 0LL B aS kg 2SI enle 515 pyler o 31V o 55 4T 800
e L0353 0ol VY deiis 13 s 45 sl (y5kes Lo Lo 5 sl (651,55 laaw 033,
ol SIS ol ps 5| il ol et 16 s s sl 13 45 (5,505



IARIREES e LS reappiga
Tl stomione oo T4 TS T oty e sloresai s sts
23 0k g5 (SIS dui a0 53 05uly €395 012,50 51 ol mdlge )3 o e ey 5
_ 035 453.8 Syges i 8355 Ilas ol sl wlud e oS e oSl 2
3l adisad o35 Jais o Ll Jlos L ol 315 plonilly _olaacla i dsddls 45 L
VY Sletes 53 ol 2o 5 015,85 0ls s (s SIS > cdsllas pe s Slyanl oyl
sl oMo il a5 5100F 5 VA5 VY

GG gt A5 03,5 SL L) 5 oS dam 5 ool by o (gla Sxsly oS tn 3 0538)
ookl s 2llasls 5 ol Cpme v o QLS Ol 5 st s Bk 50 5 oo 5
U el 4S5 (1t e i 8 L a5 Un el 46580l (8l sl 312 Tl oS
a3l gl b 83mmi 55 5 Ol (6l LS 23S 55 (53] o 233 L AL bl lis
Pl ;s GBI e 53 801 IS0 05U L 13I8 0130 sls o rage - 3L
h QLS 5 ediSpos Dlar b S 58 e - 3U sl 0T b b 5 5k 5 Ol gl oS
395 by ol B el ale daslor 5055 5Ll (sl 48 )01 31 ES b aope om0 40 o

pagiyl (3233 5 59 )BT 5 daged 5 ) DS o 30 5 0220 g5



