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Codicology of the Qur’anic Manuscripts (9)
An anonymous Shiite Scholar in the Fourth
and Fifth Centuries AH: Abu al-Barakat
al-Husayni al-Juri and his Copying of the
Qur’an in 421/1030 in Nishapur

Morteza Karimi-Nia

Abstract: Abu al-Barakat Ali ibn al-Husayn
al-Husayni was one of the most important
Shiite scholars in the fourth century and the
first quarter of the fifth century AH in Kho-
rasan. Not much is known about his birthplace
and biography, but a search of historical sources
shows that he was a Twelver Imami Shiite, one
of the scholars and poets of Khorasan, and a
resident of Neishabour. In addition to mention-
ing his name and poems in the works of Aba
Mansir Tha‘alibi (d. 429/ 1037), and mention-
ing his name among the students and narra-
tors of al-Shaykh al-Saduq (d. 381/ 991), the
components of a thirty-part Quran, transcribed
by him, now available in the endowments of
the Shrine of Imam al-Rida in Mashahd, would
draw our attention more to him and his aca-
demic life. After reviewing his life and works,
this article introduces the thirty-part Qur’an,
which he wrote and devoted to the Shrine of
Imam al-Rida in the holy city of Mashhad in
the month of Ramadan in 421 / September
1030.

Keywords: Abu al-Barakat Ali b. al-Husayn
al-Husayni, History of the Qur’an scribing;
Shiite Qur'an scribing in the fifth century;
Variant readings; Astin-e Quds Library; The
Qur’an of Abu al-Barakat.
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