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Codicology of the Qur’anic Manuscripts

(12): Abu Ja‘far al-Miisawl, A Shi‘a Poet and
Scholar in the 4%/10* Century and his Qur'an
Dedicated to the Shrine of Imam al-Rida in
402/1012

Morteza Karimi-Nia

Abstract: Enjoying close ties with the Samanid
viziers and rulers, Abi Ja‘far Muhammad

b. Miusa al-MisawT, a descendant of Imam
Musa al-Kazim, was a Shi‘a scholar and poet
in Nishapur and the Nagib of the Shi‘ites in
Tus in the 4th/10th century. Although his
name was not mentioned in any of the official
Shi‘a sources including Qur'an commentaries,
and books on jurisprudence, hadith, theol-
ogy, and rijal, many Sunni historians of the
4th/10th and 5th/11th centuries such as Abt
Mansir al-Tha‘libi, and Abt Nasr al-‘Utb1
have repeatedly mentioned him, quoting his
sayings and poems which are often associated
with Iranian history, literature, culture and
customs in Khorasan at his time. The pres-

ent article, while examining old sources and
gathering scattered information about the life
and works of Abt Ja‘far al-Misawi, introduces
a 30-parts Qur'an, which was dedicated by him
to the Shrine of Imam al-Rida (Mashhad) in
402/1012. This copy is considered to be one of
the oldest dedicated and dated Qur’ans of the
Shiites, which has been transcribed in an earli-
est type of Naskb script, along with a multitude
of illuminations in Khorasan. The orthography
(rasm) of the Qur'an is closer to the ordinary
standard Arabic and far from the Uthmanic
pattern, while its reading is very close to those
of Abli ‘Amr al-BastT and Ya‘qub al-HadramT in
general.

Keywords: Abii Jafar Muhammad b. Miisa
al-MisawT; Nigdabat of Shiites in Tts in the
4th/10th century; Dedication of the Qurans to
the Shrine of Imam al-Rida (Mashhad); Aba
Mansir al-Tha‘alibi; Early Naskh script; Variant
readings; Iranian Qur'an transcribing; Shiite
transcribing; Qur’ans of the Samanid period;
Early Qur'ans of Khorasan.
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